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SUBJECT: FREETOWN YOUTH CLUB 

REF: FREETOWN 0415 AND PREVIOUSL 

1. EDWARD AKAR CALLED ON ME MARCH 6 ACCOMPANIED BY 
REPRESENTATIVE OF GOSL MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

AKAR SAID ABORTED TRIP HAD CAUSED HIM ACUTE EMBARRASSMENT, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE HE HAD SOLICITED AND RECEIVED A $600 
DONATION FROM PRESIDENT STEVENS FOR WARM CLOTHING. AKAR 
SAID HE PLANNED TO CALL ON STEVENS NEXT WEEK TO EXPRESS 
HIS REGRET AT HAVING RAISED FUNDS AND EXPECTATIONS FOR 
WHAT HAS TURNED OUT TO BE HOAX. AKAR LEFT COPIES OF 
MOST OF THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN CLUB MEMBERS AND 
DR. THOMAS AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT'S ASSOCIATION AND ASKED EMBASSY TO SEE WHETHER 
PERPETRATORS THIS EPISODE CAN BE TRACED. 

2. CORRESPONDENCE, WHICH WILL BE POUCHED MARCH 12, 

APPEARS TO GIVE FEW CLUES OTHER THAN REPORTED ADDRESS 
OF DR. THOMAS, 1831 CALIFORNIA AVENUE, APT 20, 

WASHINGTON DC 20009, AND IDENTIFYING 

NUMBER OF CABLES RCA SENT FROM THOMAS TO CLUB 
MEMBERS DECEMBER 13, 1974; NOVEMBER 28, 1974; 

DECEMBER 12, 1974; AND FEBRUARY 15, 1975. 

3. THIS INCIDENT HAS EMBARRASSED EMBASSY AND 
BESMIRCHED THE IMAGE OF U.S. CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
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EMBASSY WASHINGTON EFFORTS TO TRACE PERPETRATORS. 

EFFORTS MIGHT INCLUDE PERSONAL VISIT TO ADDRESS 
GIVEN AS THOMAS'S RESIDENCE AND CHECK WITH RCA 
AS TO WHETHER CABLES CAN BE TRACED. 
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